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NARRATIVE  

 

 
Narrative 
The Town of Seekonk is a suburban community on the Rhode Island border.  It 
was incorporated in 1812 from the western half of Rehoboth and contains     
rolling hills with extensive swamp acreage in the central portions of the   
town.   During King Philip's war, settlers fled the Seekonk area and took   
refuge in several garrison houses located south and north of the town.  It  
is conjectured that the buildings in the town suffered severe damage during 
the war and it was probably after 1676 that settlers started moving back.   
Two industrial villages developed to supplement the agricultural economy,   
with such businesses as the Rumford Chemical Works, but what had been the   
industrial area of the town in the late 18th and early 19th century was     
lost when East Providence was incorporated in 1862 taking half of the       
town's territory, two-thirds of its valuation and more than two-thirds of   
its population.                                                             
The town remained basically agricultural into the 20th century, although    
the Kent Manufacturing Company did make tennis racquets and croquet sets on 
the upper reaches of the Tenmile River.  With the opening of the Providence 
and Taunton street railway in 1891, Seekonk became increasingly a           
residential suburb of Providence.                                           
        (Seal supplied by community.  Narrative based on information        
provided by the Massachusetts Historical Commission)                        
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GEOGRAPHY  

 

 
Location  
Southeastern Massachusetts, bordered by Pawtucket, Rhode Island, on the          
northwest; East Providence, Rhode Island, on the southwest; Attleboro on the     
north; Rehoboth on the east; and Swansea on the south. Seekonk is 37 miles south 
of Boston; 40 miles southeast of Worcester; 4 miles east of Providence, Rhode    
Island; and 184 miles from New York City.  

Total Area: 18.42 sq. miles  
 
Land Area: 18.32 sq. miles  
 
Population: 13,046  
 
Density: 712 per sq. mile  
 
Climate 
(National Climatic Data Center) 
 
(Taunton Station)  
   Normal temperature in January.....25.9°F   
   Normal temperature in July........71.2°F   
   Normal annual precipitation.......46.7"    

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates  
   East Providence, Attleborough                                                    

Regional Planning Agency 
   Southeastern Regional Planning and                           
      Economic  Development District                            

Metropolitan Statistical Area  
(1993 Definition) 
   Fall River                       
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GOVERNMENT  

 

 
Municipal Offices 
   Main Number: (508) 336-7400            
Telephone Numbers for Public Information 
 

Form of Government 
   Board of Selectmen                         
   Executive Secretary                        
   Representative Town Meeting                

Year Incorporated 
   As a town: 1812   

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994) 
 
                         Number     %   
   Total Registered        7,347    
         
 
   Democrats               1,345    18.3  % 
   Republicans               685     9.3  % 
   Other parties               2     0.0  % 
   Unenrolled Voters       5,315    72.3  % 

Legislators 

Senators and Representatives by City and Town 
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http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/telidx.htm
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/legis/citytown.htm
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HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS 

 

 
Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman)- 
Town Stats - Free market Statistics 
Subsidized Housing Units (DHCD 1998) 
DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory 
 
 

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal 
for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units 
in certain eligible subsidized developments. 

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999) 

 
   Conventional State:     80         
   Conventional Federal:    0  

Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999) 
   State (MRVP:             1       
   Federal (Section 8):     0               
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http://www.thewarrengroup.com/home/ts
http://www.state.ma.us/dhcd/components/hac/subhous.htm


 

 

TRANSPORTATION 
 

TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS  
   The Taunton-Attleboro region, where Seekonk is located, has excellent       
   highway facilities. Interstate 495, especially well designed south of       
   Boston, provides access to Interstate 90 to the northwest and to U.S. Route 
   6, the Mid-Cape Highway, to the southeast. Interstate 95 and the Fall River 
   Expressway (State Route 24) provide access to the airport, port, and        
   intermodal facilities of Boston and Providence.                             

Major Highways 
   Principal highways are State Route 152; Interstate 195 and U.S. Route 6,    
   which link the southern coastal cities and towns; and U.S. Route 44, which  
   runs roughly E-W between Plymouth and Providence, Rhode Island. Interstate  
   Route 95 is accessible in the neighboring town of Attleboro.                

Rail  
   Commuter rail service to Back Bay Station and South Station, Boston, is     
   available from South Attleboro Station in the adjacent town of Attleboro.   
   Travel time to BBS: 45-56 min.; 562 MBTA parking spaces.                    

Bus  
   Seekonk is not affiliated with a regional transit authority.                

Other  
   Airport facilities are available at the municipal airports of Fall River    
   and Providence, Rhode Island.                                               
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CULTURE AND RECREATION 

 

 
LIBRARIES 
Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalog  
MUSEUMS 
(American Association of Museums)  
   None 

RECREATION 
 
Telephone Numbers for Public Information  
Recreational Facilities(Recreational sites and activities) 
Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section 
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http://www.mlin.lib.ma.us/flash3.html
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/
http://www.state.ma.us/dem/rec-act.htm


  

MISCELLANEOUS 

 

 
HEALTH FACILITIES 
(Dept. of Public Health 1992) 
 
Hospitals 
   None 

Long Term Care 
   None 

Hospices 
   None 

Rest Homes 
   None 
UTILITIES 
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities 
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http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source 
of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality 
were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However, 
no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has 
made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take 
responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document.  


